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A Fourth RGT Group Formed!

Welcome to this, the 6 edition of our Newsletter.
Since the last one, the Rwanda Group Trust has
continued its usua activities; running the charity
shop a 3, Syke Street, in Preston, fund-raising
through sponsored runs etc., selling everything from
marmalade to bookcases, on Ebay and elsewhere
and, of course, seeking and receiving cash donations.

The main event in the intervening time has been the
visit to Rwanda by three of our trustees; Sr. Mary
Campion, Mr. Godfrey Bashal and Mr. Joseph
Bamber. This was, as always, paid for by the
individual visitors and not the trust. The purpose of
the visit was to meet our Rwandan colleagues and to
see how they have been using our money. We were
very impressed by what we saw as Sr. Mary explains
in her article.

While we were in Rwanda, we set up afourth RGT
group in Nyundo diocese in the north-west of the
country. They have agreed to abide by our guidelines
and accounting procedures and we are confident they
will perform as well as the other groups. These
groups propose and supervise projects and distribute
aid to the poor in schools and parishes. Fr. Fabien,

president of the new group, had kindly sent us an
account of Nyundo diocese, which isincluded below.

With you help over the last few years a great ded of
good work has been done in Rwanda. We thank you
sincerely for your past support and hope you will
continue to help usin the future.

Marie Laure
(Ieft)
suffers from
eye cancer

Diocese of Nyundo

By Fr. Fabien Rwakareke, Parish Priest of Nyundo
parish in the Diocese of Nyundo

The Diocese of Nyundo, which covers an area of
approximately 4000 square kilometres, is Situated in
the west of Rwanda aong Lake Kivu, across which
lies the Democratic Republic of Congo. On its
southern border is the Diocese of Cyangugu, and to
the east, the Diocese of Ruhengeri. Geographically, it
is very mountainous, and even claims for itself a part
of the volcanic chain, which forms its northern
frontier. The existence of these mountains causes soil
erosion, and its fields suffer much damage, and this
when the mgority of its people are farmers.

The Diocese has its administrative centre in the north
of the Diocese, which does not make for good
communications over dirt roads, which are difficult to
maintain precisely because of this erosion.

The population is very dense and finds it difficult to
share out the cultivatable land. This often givesrise to
disputes, but it is above al the lack of adequate food

supplies, which causes the problem. It only takes a
small irregularity of rain or sun for the mgjority of the
population to suffer.

The Catholic Church and the other religions
collaborate well with the State to face up to these
problems, but their means are very limited. This
collaboration is mainly concerned with the search for
peace and reconciliation after the unspeskable
difficulties, which followed the Genocide and the war.
But it is even more visible in the areas of Education
and Health. The Diocese has 449 Primary Schools and
15 Secondary Schools. It's the same in the area of
Hedth: 14 Health Centres belong to the Diocese, and a
large orphanage with 615 children. Some poor people
have no shelter at all, and exist like parasites among
neighbours who are themselves not well provided for.

Above al, efforts are made to persuade people to take
stock of their situation and to help them together to
seek away out of their difficulties. Some results give
us grounds to be hopeful. With the help of people
more developed than ourselves, and by our own
efforts we will be able to keep up our struggle for life.

Please remember to ‘' Gitt Aid’ your donationsto RGT —Don’t let the Tax-man keep it!
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What We Do

Rwanda has been much in the British news
recently with politics and philanthropy both
aiming to help. First there was the news that the
billionaire Sir Tom Hunter was employing what
he called ‘ venture philanthropy’; he was prepared
to make vast sums of money available on
condition that he could see a socia benefit and in
due time get his money back; then there was
David Cameron addressing the Rwandan
Parliament in Kigali and Conservative activists
renovating a school for orphaned children:
Project Umumbana

(Friendship and Co-operation).

Where does RGT fit into this scheme of things?
We don'’t have unlimited funds and we don’t have
people from the UK on the ground running
projects.

Neither do we have overheads. The money we do
have from the shop, from auctions, from E-bay,
from concerts, donations and sponsored events
goes directly to the poorest of the poor through
Rwandans known to the Trustees and who
themselves are in touch with those whom we
help.

‘Social benefits' there are aplenty: to see trestles
surrounded by teenagers tucking into a mid-day
meal they otherwise would not have, to witness
the joy of widowed mothers transferring their
families into newly built houses, to see the new
life generated through ‘ Twizerane' (Let's Rely on
One Another) an association for widows and
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other vulnerable women as the lowest income
group.

Through RGT money they have been able to
provide women with goats and develop small
farming and co-operative projects and by
following a philosophy of inclusiveness have
begun through this process to sensitize women to
issues of justice and unity and peace which in
turn  helps the fight against ethnic
misunderstanding and to work for reconciliation
and gender sengitivity.

We could go on. Shelter for a young orphan with
elephantiasis and totally alone, shelter for a leper,
homes for abinos ... water tanks for centres
which are home to severely handicapped
children, transport costs to get them to hospitals,
money to pay for hospitalization and medicines,
all these projects brought to our attention by the
groups we have set up in the underprivileged
areas of Cyangugu, Gikongoro, Nyundo as well
asin the capital, Kigali.

There is a growing suspicion that many of the big
charities and even NGOs take a large percentage
of their funds for overheads and administration.

Rwanda Group Trust has no administration costs
since all services are given freely; and its
overheads are confined to the rent, insurance,
council tax, gas, water and electricity for the shop
which work out at some 6% of our income — a
financial arrangement which our  many
benefactors find appealing and reassuring.

Sr. Mary Campion

These women,
Marianne (left) & Maria (right).
with many others, were given two
goats each to help them support
their families under the
‘Twizerane project

See the story on page 4

Visit our website at
www.rwandagrouptr ust.org.uk
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Mibirizi Minibus

While the three visitors were on the way from
Kigali to Cyangugu, they passed the site of a
horrendous accident involving a minibus and a
lorry. Apparently, the lorry had a mechanical
fault of some sort and ran into the minibus
causing several deaths.

Sadly, the minibus was ‘our’ minibus, given,
about two years previousy to the parish of
Mibirizi. It had been used as a hire vehicle or taxi
to raise money for the poor of the parish, and to
take people to hospitals, church etc.

In view of its genera usefulness, the Rwanda
Group Trust has sent £4,750 to the RGT group in
Cyangugu to pay for areplacement vehicle.
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How can | help?

Give a donation by a one-off amount or by a monthly or
annud gift. Do you pay Income Tax?

Are you willing to Gift Aid your donation? All you need to
do isto make sure that we have your name and address and
we can recover the Income Tax you have already paid on
your donation. This is currently about 28p. in the pound.
This means a gift of £20 becomes £25.64 and a gift of £100
becomes £128 — at no extra cost to yourself. Please think
about it. Why let the Taxman keep it?

Could you work in the shop weekly, fortnightly, monthly,
or as a stand-by in case of an emergency or covering for
illness or holidays?

Please contact RGT, c/o Mr. Joe Bamber, 48, Kennington
Rd, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 8BT , giving your name
address and tel ephone number. Thank you.
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Theinsignificant little story of one
Rwandan boy helped by the Trust

Lambert Gahamanyi was born in 1991. He was
orphaned at the age of 10 when his mother died.

Treated badly by his stepmother and rejected by his
father, a the age of 10 he got osteomydlitis, but
received no medica care. He remained in bed for
three years, unable to walk; he suffered a lot, dways
lying on his back; sometimes, to get some relief, he
moved about by dragging himself on his bottom. His
stepmother refused him food but a woman of the
neighbourhood gave him some secretly when his
stepmother and his father weren't there, because the
two of them wished for his death.

The time came when the local authority reacted and
took him to the Health Centre of Muganza, who were
able to help him to be transferred to the Hospita at
Butare. He was operated upon but without success.

It was only with the help of the RG T that we were
able to get him treated at a specidist orthopaedic
centre. He was operated upon again and was cured.
On the 18" June 2007 he began his education at
primary school at the age of 16. The Head of the
school accepted him in spite of his age, out of
compassion. If it were possble, |1 could find him a
teacher for some extra tuition.

At the present time he is with an adoptive parent,
whom he has had since his hospitalisation at
Muganza. This parent also is short of money.

(Sr. Regina from Muganzain southern Rwanda)

e
Editor's note: The RGT has recently sent a further

£1800 for the ingdlation of rainwater tanks at
Muganza.
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New Projects

We came back from Rwanda with thirteen new
projects, which our four groups in Rwanda would
like us to support. We had met the people who
would run them, discussed them, and visited their
sites where appropriate. When we came back to
the UK, we presented them to the full meeting of
Trustees to decide whether to accept them, and,
above all, whether we could afford them. Some
had to be ‘put on the back burner’ until we could
find some way of financing them, but most,
especially the smaller ones, we were able to
accept, and fund, straightaway. Here are some
fairly typical examples.

‘Twizerane' ‘Let’srely on one another’ This
project is organised and run by Fr. Eugene and the
Assumptionist Sistersin the parish of Mwezi,
Cyangugu diocese. In this parish, there are many
women, often with children, who have no means
of supporting themselves. Either they were
widowed in the genocide of 1994, or their
husbands are in prison under suspicion of
involvement in the genocide. Obvioudly, here was
a situation, which could have led to suspicion and
hostility among the women. Fr. Eugeneistrying
to reconcile these two groups by, first of all,
finding some means of helping them to support
themselves and their families. Last year, with
RGT money, he bought them each two goats,
which are very useful assetsin Rwanda, and this
year he has given them alarge field in which they
can run a sort of co-operative farm. He is now
asking us to build a multi-purpose building, in
which the women can store produce, hold
meetings and also sell their goods. We have sent
him £4,300 for this purpose.

‘AVEGA'’ is an association of Rwandan women (and
their children), who were widowed in the genocide.
We have so far built 35 houses for this group, and the
work goes on. In the Cyangugu area aone there are
2000 such women, many of them virtually destitute.
Mme Petronilla Uwizeye , who works for an agency
which helps the victims of AIDS in Butare (southern
Rwanda), and is aso President of RGT (Gikongoro),
has rented a field at Nyanza on which she wants to
grow crops and breed cattle. She will use the proceeds
to help children of the area who are infected with
AIDS, or affected by the disease in others. She needs
to employ a manager (whom we have met), and to buy
tools and to build a shippen etc. We hope to send her
(eventualy!) £7,520 for this project.
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‘Theland of athousand hills
Rwanda, ‘ The Pearl of Africa’, isaso known as @&e
land of athousand hills©It was originaly covered
injungle and it still retains some of this, especialy
in the south.

Here you can see the junglein the forest of
Nyungwe, which we drove through. The river isthe
Rusizi, along which the first European traders,
Germans, made their way into Rwanda at the end of
the nineteenth century. They remained as the
colonizing power until 1918.

Looking north, you can see the bridge, which forms
the frontier between Rwanda and Congo.

The bodies of people killed in the genocide of 1994
blocked theriver here.

The Rusizi - this view is towards the south and
Lake Tanganyika, down the Great Rift Valley.
On the eastern bank of this lake lies Ujiji, the
small town where David Livingstone died.



