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Rwanda is a small country, not much bigger than 
Wales. It is in central Africa, contiguous with 
Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi and Congo. It is slightly 
below the equator but it has a mild climate because 
it mostly lies about 5,000 ft above sea level, It is 
land-locked. The population is about 9,000,000 of 
whom about 90% are engaged in agriculture.  
 
The GDP amounts to about £500 per head, which 
makes it one of the world’s poorest countries. To 
make matters worse, the genocide of 1994 produced 
a mass evacuation of tens of thousands of widows 
and hundreds of thousands of orphans. 
 
Against this background, the government, headed by 
President Paul Kagame, has adopted policies to 
diversify employment, to eliminate poverty, and, 
through education, to produce a skilled and 
productive work-force. Foreign help, included much 
from Britain, is being used to restore roads, 
electricity and water. Tourism is being strongly 
encouraged. On our last visit in June 2007, the 
whole country appeared to have been rejuvenated 
and restored, though there still remain many 
communities of poor people. 
 
On the map you can see the towns (boxed) where we 
have �
��
��
��
�  groups:- 
 
KIGALI is the capital. Sr. Philomene chairs a 
committee which receives annual funding from 
�
��
��
��
� ����of $26,000. This is used mainly for primary 
and secondary school fees, food, transport and help 
for needy families. The largest project to date is the 
completion of the Kabuga Nutritional Centre. 
 
GIKONGORO committee is chaired by Mme. 
Petronilla, They receive an annual funding of 
$20,000, which is used mainly to help the victims of 
HIV AIDS, education and food. Their largest project 
is Nyanza farm, which receives $12,000 to enable 
them to produce milk and other food for children 
and orphans affected by, or infected with, HIV 
AIDS. 

 
 
The CYANGUGU committee is chaired by Fr. 
Eugene. They receive an annual funding of 
$20,000 and it’s used mainly for education, 
school fees and food. With the exception of two 
projects, all are complete. They have been 
provided with a school-book and stationery 
shop, a piggery, a subsidised school meals’ 
kitchen, a parish minibus and reconciliation 
through goats(?). 
 
$20,000 is sent annually to Fr. Rwakareke to 
enable the NYUNDO committee to help poor 
primary and secondary school students and 
individuals. 
 
All �
��
��
��
�  funding is aimed at the poorest of the 
poor. It is administered and distributed by 
known and trusted Rwandans. They send us 
regular reports and photos on their use of the 
money. 
 
You can see on the map the areas which the 
government is targeting for tourism. In the west 
Lake Kivu, which now has a passenger ferry 
from Gisenyi to Cyangugu? In the east, the 
Kagera National Park is attracting safaris and big 
game watching. In the south-west between 
Gikongoro and Cyangugu, Nyungwe National 
Park offers jungle treks and, most famously, in 
the north, Birunga National Park has a chain of 
volcanoes around which live some of the last 
remaining mountain gorillas. 
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In Rwanda, and in much of the Third World, women 
often have to give birth in unhygienic conditions, and 
without good quality medical assistance. In a small 
number of cases, this can result in permanent double 
incontinence, which is itself distressing enough for the 
individual woman, but, worse, it can lead to the 
breakdown of her family and social exclusion.. The 
condition can be cured by an operation on the fistula, 
which is a sort of abnormal pathway between adjacent 
organs, but the surgeon requires special training and in 
the Third World such surgeons are few and far between. 
 
Rwandan women are fortunate in that there is one such 
surgeon working in a hospital at Kibogora, a small town 
on the south-eastern shore of Lake Kivu. He is Dr. 
George Ntakiyiruta and he received his training thanks to 
the generosity of a group of people in the Lake District. 
They asked us to use our �
��
��
��
�  groups in Rwanda to 
look for women who were in need of this operation and 
said that they would fund as many as we could find. In 
this case, ‘funding’ means the cost of transport to and 
from Kibogora, the cost of a companion to take food into 
the hospital and do washing for the patient, and all 
hospital costs. This amounts to between £200 and £300. 
Dr. George receives about £34 for each operation! 
 
So far, Dr. George has successfully operated on two 
women, Alphonsine and Patricie, who are said now to be 
‘dancing with joy’. Three or four others are awaiting the 
operation and Florence, who is apprehensive about it, is 
watching the success rate before deciding. Sr. Philomene, 
Chair of �
�/0�!���1�
�/0�!���1�
�/0�!���1�
�/0�!���1  has ‘master-minded’ all this, and 
acted as companion to Alphonsine for two or three 
weeks. Alphonsine, once well enough, did the same for 
Patricie. We owe a great debt of gratitude to  
Sr. Philomene and all our Rwandan friends.   
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Jean de Dieu Kamanayo is a parishioner of Nkanka 
parish in south-western Rwanda, as is his wife, 
Belancille. They have seven children. They are both 
primary school teachers and they live in a small house 
which has a small patch of land on which they grow 
bananas, vegetables and maize. In so much as they both 
have jobs, they are comparatively well to do, but still 
have to struggle to feed and educate so many children. 
 
 
 

 
 
Some years ago, they suggested to a few of their 
neighbouring families that they should set up a sort 
of credit union. Each family would contribute £1 per 
month, and would be able to borrow small sums to 
meet emergency needs such as medical care, but also 
more routine expenses like school fees and food. 
They called their group ‘La Charite’ and with a little 
help from �
�/4015�
�/4015�
�/4015�
�/4015  they have now started to 
help the very poorest in their locality. They repaired 
the mud walls of a widow’s house. They gave goats 
to poor families and paid for medical care for others. 
‘La Charite’ is a good example of how very small 
sums of money from rich countries can help the very 
poor in the Third World, who have no one to appeal 
to except families, neighbours and parish. 
 
This is an extract from ‘La Charite’s’ latest report –  
Loans for school fees and marriages;  
85,000 Rw. Francs (£85 approx.);  
Exercise books and biros for 14 orphans from Ntura; 
7,000 Rw. Fr. (£7);  
Purchase of 2 cows;  
350,000Rw. Fr. (£350)’ This latter purchase seems to 
be a ‘hedge’ against inflation – money in the bank 
loses money, cows don’t!  
�
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We reported on this project at some length in our last 
edition. Its aim was to set up a small farm to provide 
employment, and eventually, milk and food for those 
local people affected in any way by AIDS.  
It is run by Mme Petronilla Uwizeye, Chair of  
�
�� /
����!���1�
�� /
����!���1�
�� /
����!���1�
�� /
����!���1  and is already achieving its 
objectives.  
 

   
 
It is likely to be self-sustaining, ie. requiring no 
further funding from the UK. Here are the two latest 
photos from Petronilla showing two of her cows and 
the new shippen. 
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Kabuga Nutritional Centre 
You may remember that we reported, in our Spring 
edition, the start of this important project, sponsored and 
financed by St Francis of Assisi parish (Hill Chapel), 
Goosnargh, to whom we, and even more so the people of 
Kabuga and district, are very grateful. It is now complete, 
and up and running.  
 

 
 
Every week it receives hundreds of patients, mainly 
babies and children and their mothers. The young ones 
are weighed, checked and immunised. Their mothers are 
taught the importance of clean water and hygiene and 
how to get the best out of the available food.  
 
The �
��
��
��
�  pays for the injections and medicines of those 
who cannot afford them. The photos show the completed 
Centre, and a typical group of patients outside it. 
 

 
 
 
“…In the name of all the Rwandan people who are 
helped by the RGT(UK), we would like to beg pardon for 
the fact that the RGT(UK) is very often asked for help 
well beyond its capabilities….” 
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Just as our last Newsletter was about to be printed, 
we heard of major earthquakes in Cyangugu in south-
west Rwanda. We immediately sent £10,000 and 
later a further £4,000 from an appeal. The was used 
by the �
�/3���!�!�1��
�/3���!�!�1��
�/3���!�!�1��
�/3���!�!�1� group to rebuild or repair 
the houses of the poorest people.  
 

 
 
Fr. Eugene has sent us a DVD of this work and two 
other projects, which is available for anyone to 
borrow it they wish. (Please ring Joe Bamber: 01772 
700102 if you would like to see it.) Above and below 
are pictures of one of the rebuilt houses. 
 

 
 

0,�,3,�,�
 
This stands for ‘Kitchen Table Charities Trust’.  
 
This is run by Mr.  John Humphrys of BBC Radio 4 
and ‘Mastermind’.  
 
They have supported several of our projects very 
generously and we would like to record our gratitude 
and that of the people of Rwanda to them. They are 
invariably efficient and generous.   Many thanks. 
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At the time of going press, the following projects are 
awaiting finance:-   
 
�
�� 
����!����
�� 
����!����
�� 
����!����
�� 
����!���  (Mme. Petronille) Purchase of sheets 
and bed covers for Kabutare hospital. Poor patients have 
no sheets, only plastic mats, which are very unhygienic 
and infection rates are high. 600 pairs of sheets and 300 
bed covers would cost £4,500. 
 
�
�� 3���!�!��
�� 3���!�!��
�� 3���!�!��
�� 3���!�!�  (Fr. Eugene). Education Centre for 
handicapped children + furniture and equipment. Cost 
£4,000 
 
�
�3���!�!��
�3���!�!��
�3���!�!��
�3���!�!�  (Fr. Eugene). Workshop for the training 
of young people, who lack any formal education, 
including sewing machines.  Cost £4,500. 
 
�?=
��?=
��?=
��?=
�� � � �� �� � (Association of women widowed in the 
genocide and their children) 
(Mme. Monique) The building of a further ten houses for 
widows and families. We have already built 35. Cost 
£6,000 
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We have a Charity shop at 3, Syke St. Preston (opposite 
the Avenham multi-storey Car Park). We are always in 
need of people to help in the shop, morning or afternoon, 
any day of the week except Sunday. If you could help at 
any time, you would be most welcome. Or if you could 
be put onto the reserve list to help during holidays or 
illness, you would be equally welcome. 
 
We also need goods to sell, anything from jewellery to 
furniture, but it needs to look good and be useful; and 
that includes electrical items which are all carefully 
checked for safety and utility. In general, what we can’t 
sell are hard plastic items, including toys, most 
glassware, records and audio cassettes, and most 
kitchenware unless nearly new. Good, clean books and 
clothes are always welcome. Anything antique or 
valuable we always have professionally valued or sold at 
auction. 
 
We would like to thank sincerely all our helpers, 
cleaners, sorters, donors etc. but especially our 
CUSTOMERS without whom there would be nothing for 
the poor in Rwanda. 
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Give a donation by a one-off amount or by a monthly 
or annual gift. 
 
Are you willing to Gift Aid your donation? All you 
need to do is to make sure that we have your name 
and address and we can recover the Income Tax you 
have already paid on your donation, assuming you 
are a UK tax payer. This is currently about 28p. in 
the pound. This means a gift of £20 becomes £25.64 
and a gift of £100 becomes £128 – at no extra cost to 
you.  
Please think about it. Why let the Taxman keep it? 
 
Could you work in the shop weekly, fortnightly, 
monthly, or as a stand-by in case of an emergency or 
covering for illness or holidays?   
 
Please contact RGT, c/o Mr. Joe Bamber, 48, 
Kennington Rd, Fulwood, Preston,  PR2 8BT , Tel: 
01772 700102 giving your name address and 
telephone number.  Thank you. 
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This group of 18 &19 year old students have been 
carefully selected to distribute �
��
��
��
�  aid to the 
poorest students. It is a responsible and difficult task. 
The money is intended to help pay College fees and 
possibly travel costs. To be fair to all, the students 
will probably establish a sliding scale of poverty, and 
pay according to that. It is a task that we, here in the 
UK, couldn’t possibly perform fairly. 
 


